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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Steven T. Zuschlag on Friday, June 20, 2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Specification : 

Page 9, line 4, deleted "V". 

Claims : 

Claim 1 . A method for collecting animals living on or in a water bottom , the method 
comprising: 

providinq .wh e r ei n a collecting device which can be [[is]] moved over the 
bottom in a first direction, said wh i ch collecting device is provided with means for 
moving the animals from or off the water bottom, said means for moving including at 
least one tine that can penetrate into the bottom and with which said animals can be 
taken or forced from or off the bottom, wMe said at least one tine is provided with fluid 
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outlet means through which, under pressure, a fluid can be [[is]] forced into the bottom, 
such that a top layer of the bottom is stirred up and animals living therein or thereon are 
dislodged, which animals are caught in the collecting device, and wherein detecting 
dotoct i on means are provided on the collecting device in front of the at least one tine 
when viewed in said first direction, with which_a [[the]] presence of animals in or on the 
bottom is detected, while operating means are also provided on the collecting device for 
moving the at least one tine, which are activated on_a [[the]] basis of signals of said 
detecting means,_an [[the]] arrangement being such that the at least one tine is only 
moved into the bottom when the detecting means in front of the at least one r e sp e ct i v e 
tine detects the presence of animals in or on the bottom, and is moved from the bottom 
again when no more animals are detected in front of the at least one r e sp e ct i v e tine, 
and wherein said at least one tine is extendable below an underside of said collecting 
device for moving said at least one tine into the bottom, and is retractable above said 
underside of said collecting device for removing said at least one tine from said bottom 
in an [[the]] absence of a signal from said detecting means; 

moving said collecting device over the bottom in said first direction: 
detecting the presence of animals in front of said collecting device using 
said detecting means: 

activating said operating means to move said at least one tine on the 
basis of the signals of said detecting means: 
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applying a fluid under pressure through said fluid outlet means below the 
bottom upon detection of the presence of animals in front of said collecting 
device: and 

collecting animals dislodged by said applied fluid under pressure . 

Claim 2. A method according to claim 1 , wherein said step of providing a collecting 
device further including said at least one tine comrising a plurality of tines being [[is]] 
provided and the collecting device can be [[is]] moved in said first direction over the 
bottom and the step of applying a fluid under pressure further includes said fluid being 
[[is]] selectively forced into the bottom in approximately the same direction from an 
individual tine of said plurality of tines based on the detecting means detecting the 
presence of an animal in front of said individual tine, wherein each tine of said plurality 
of tines is independently activatable. 

Claim 3. A method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of applying a fluid under 
pressure further including said fluid being [[is]] introduced into the bottom less than 25 
cm below_a [[the]] surface of the bottom. 

Claim 5. A method according to claim 1, wherein the step of providing a collecting 
device further including , viewed in said first direction, in front of the at least one tine, 
detecting means are provided with which the presence of animals in or on the bottom is 
detected, wMe operating means are provided for controlling electric means arranged 
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near the at least one tine[[s]], for generating at least one of current impulses, an electric 
field, and a magnetic field, which means are activated on the basis of signals of said 
detecting means, the arrangement being such that said electric means are only 
activated when the detecting means in front of the at least one rospoct i vo tine detects 
the presence of animals in or on the bottom and the at least one tine is [[are]] moved 
from the bottom again when no more animals are detected in front of the at least one 
r e sp e ct i v e tine. 

Claim 6. A method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of detecting the presence of 
animals further includes the animals being [[are]] detected with the aid of sound. 

Claim 12. A device for collecting animals living in or on_a [[the]] water bottom, provided 
with: 

supporting means for support on a water bottom; 

detecting means supported on said supporting means for detecting 
animals in or on the water bottom; and 

means for moving the animals from or off the water bottom, said means 
for moving the animals being supported on said supporting means and being drivable 
on_a [[the]] basis of a signal to be delivered by the detecting means, 

wherein the means for moving the animals from or off the water bottom 
comprises at least one tine which, during use, is extendable below a plane defined by 
[[the]] undersides of the supporting means, at least into the bottom, and water supply 
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means for, during use, introducing water under pressure into the bottom, at most at a 
gentle angle relative to said plane, at least to a bottom over which the device can be 
moved, said tine being further retractable above the [[a]] plane defined by said 
undersides of said supporting means in an [[the]] absence of a signal from said 
detecting means, and 

wherein said at least one tine comprises a row of tines being [[is]] provided, and 
wherein means are provided for selectively moving each individual tine of said 
row of tines with respect to said row of tines between a first position in which the 
respective individual tine extends, during use, at least partly into the bottom, and a 
second position in which the respective tine is retracted above the bottom, wherein each 
individual tine of said row of tines is independently movable based on a detection of an 
animal by said detecting means at said respective tine. 

Claim 1 3. A device according to claim 12, wherein the or each individual tine of said 
row of tines is provided with a free end extending, at least in a position of use, 
approximately parallel to said plane and O at least_a [[the]] top side of the water 
bottom, while the water supply means are arranged for introducing water approximately 
parallel to said this free end. 

Claim 14. A device according to claim 12, wherein the means for moving the animals 
from_or [[of]] off the water bottom comprise electric or mechanical means for generating 
at least one of a current surge, a magnetic field, an electric field and a vibration field. 
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Claim 18. A method for collecting animals from_a [[the]] bottom of a body of water 
comprising the steps of: 

moving a collecting device along_a [[the]] bottom surface of a body of 

water; 

detecting_a [[the]] presence of animals in front of said collecting device; 

applying a fluid under pressure below the bottom surface of the body of 
water upon detection of the presence of animals in front of said collecting device; and 

collecting animals dislodged by said applied fluid under pressure, 
wherein said collecting device includes an underside movable along the bottom 
surface of the body of water, and said step of applying a fluid under pressure includes 
the step of extending a tine provided on said collecting device below said collecting 
device underside into the bottom surface, said tine including a nozzle for applying said 
fluid under pressure. 

Claim 19. A method as defined in Claim 18, further including the step of retracting said 
tine above said collecting device underside to remove said tine time from below the 
bottom surface upon detection of an [[the]] absence of animals in front of said collection 
device. 
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Claim 21 . A device as d e f i n e d i n C l a i m 20, for collecting animals from_a [[the]] bottom 
of a body of water comprising: 

a support frame having at least one runner movable along a bottom 
surface of a body of water; 

an animal detector provided on said support frame for detecting the 
presence of animals in_a [[the]] vicinity of said support frame; 

an animal mover provided on said support frame, said animal mover being 
activatable by said animal detector upon the detection of the presence of animals to 
move the detected animals from the bottom of the body of water; and 

an animal collector for collecting the moved animals; 
wherein said animal mover comprises at least one tine movable between a first 
position, wherein said at least one tine is extended below an underside of said runner 
such that said at least one tine is inserted below the bottom surface of the body of 
water, and a second position, wherein said at least one tine is retracted above said 
underside of said runner such that said at least one tine is removed from the bottom 
surface of the body of water, said at least one tine being driven by said animal detector 
and including a fluid outlet for applying a fluid under pressure into the bottom surface of 
the body of water when said at least one tine is in said first position. 
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Claim 23. A method as defined in Claim 18, wherein said tine comprises a plurality of 
tines and said step of applying a fluid under pressure comprises the step of selectively 
applying a fluid under pressure from one o f said [[a]] plurality tines extending below the 
bottom surface of the body of water upon detection of the presence of an animal in front 
of said one tine, wherein each tine of said plurality of tines is independently activatable. 

Claim 24. A device for collecting animals from_a [[the]] bottom of a body of water 
comprising: 

a support frame having at least one runner movable along a bottom 
surface of a body of water; 

an animal detector provided on said support frame for detecting the 
presence of animals in_a [[the]] vicinity of said support frame; 

an animal mover provided on said support frame, said animal mover being 
activatable by said animal detector upon the detection of the presence of animals to 
move the detected animals from the bottom of the body of water; and 

an animal collector for collecting the moved animals, 
wherein said animal mover comprises at least one tine movable between a first 
position, wherein said at least one tine is extended below a plane defined by an 
underside of said runner such that said at least one tine is inserted below the bottom 
surface of the body of water, and a second position, wherein said at least one tine is 
retracted above said plane defined by said underside of said runner such that said_at 
least one tine is removed from the bottom surface of the body of water, said at least one 
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tine being driven by said animal detector and including a fluid outlet for applying a fluid 
under pressure into the bottom surface of the body of water when said at least one tine 
is in said first position, and 

wherein said at least one tine of said animal mover comprises a plurality of tines, 
each individual tine being selectively, independently movable with respect to the others 
based upon the detection by said animal detector of the presence or absence of an 
animal at said respective individual tine. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In regard to claim 1 , the prior art of record does not disclose a method for 
collecting animals living on or in a water bottom, the method comprising providing a 
collecting device wherein detecting means are provided on the collecting device in front 
of the at least one tine when viewed in said first direction, with which a presence of 
animals in or on the bottom is detected, operating means are also provided on the 
collecting device for moving the at least one tine, which are activated on a basis of 
signals of said detecting means , an arrangement being such that the at least one tine is 
only moved into the bottom when the detecting means in front of the at least one tine 
detects the presence of animals in or on the bottom , and is moved from the bottom 
again when no more animals are detected in front of the at least one tine , and wherein 
said at least one tine is extendable below an underside of said collecting device for 
moving said at least one tine into the bottom, and is retractable above said underside of 
said collecting device for removing said at least one tine from said bottom in an absence 
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of a signal from said detecting means : activating said operating means to move said at 
least one tine on the basis of the signals of said detecting means : applying a fluid under 
pressure through said fluid outlet means below the bottom upon detection of the 
presence of animals in front of said collecting device . 

In regard to claim 12, the prior art of record does not disclose a device for 
collecting animals living in or on a water bottom, provided with means being provided for 
selectively moving each individual tine of said row of tines with respect to said row of 
tines between a first position in which the respective individual tine extends, during use, 
at least partly into the bottom , and a second position in which the respective tine is 
retracted above the bottom , wherein each individual tine of said row of tines is 
independently movable based on a detection of an animal by said detecting means at 
said respective tine . 

In regard to claim 18, the prior art of record does not disclose a method for 
collecting animals from a bottom of a body of water comprising the steps of detecting a 
presence of animals in front of said collecting device; applying a fluid under pressure 
below the bottom surface of the body of water upon detection of the presence of 
animals in front of said collecting device : and wherein said step of applying a fluid under 
pressure includes the step of extending a tine provided on said collecting device below 
said collecting device underside into the bottom surface, said tine including a nozzle for 
applying said fluid under pressure. 

In regard to claim 21 , the prior art of record does not disclose a device for 
collecting animals from a bottom of a body of water comprising wherein said animal 
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mover comprises at least one tine movable between a first position, wherein said at 
least one tine is extended below an underside of said runner such that said at least one 
tine is inserted below the bottom surface of the body of water , and a second position, 
wherein said at least one tine is retracted above said underside of said runner such that 
said at least one tine is removed from the bottom surface of the body of water , said at 
least one tine being driven by said animal detector and including a fluid outlet for 
applying a fluid under pressure into the bottom surface of the body of water when said 
at least one tine is in said first position. 

In regard to claim 24, the prior art of record does not disclose a device for 
collecting animals from a bottom of a body of water comprising wherein said animal 
mover comprises at least one tine movable between a first position, wherein said at 
least one tine is extended below a plane defined by an underside of said runner such 
that said at least one tine is inserted below the bottom surface of the body of water , and 
a second position, wherein said at least one tine is retracted above said plane defined 
by said underside of said runner such that said at least one tine is removed from the 
bottom surface of the body of water , said at least one tine being driven bv said animal 
detector and including a fluid outlet for applying a fluid under pressure into the bottom 
surface of the body of water when said at least one tine is in said first position, and 
wherein said at least one tine of said animal mover comprises a plurality of tines, each 
individual tine being selectively, independently movable with respect to the others based 
upon the detection bv said animal detector of the presence or absence of an animal at 
said respective individual tine . 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Darren W. Ark whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6885. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on (571) 272-6891 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Darren W. Ark/ 
Darren W. Ark 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3643 
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